BILL ODDIE

DDIE i1z the name, and he uses the
front of his shirt to tell you he’s a
Goody. And though it may sound odd that
a laddie born at Rochdale and brought up
from the age of seven in Birmingham should
choose Chelsea as his footballing Goodies,
that’sy the way it 1s—and RBill Oddic,
writer-actor in Ti'I.L BBC TV comedy series
“T'he Goodies™ is in his usual West Stand
seat this afternoon to prove it.

He sees football in terms of Goodies,
too . . . and Baddies. “I'm no lover of the
physical stuff that was taking over the
game. I come to be entertained, to enjoy
the superb skills of p.'.;ﬁ'Lr:s like Peter
Qsgood, Charlie Cooke, Alan Fludwn—
cs‘pcud]]y him this season. I haven't paid
to see the stars chopped down, and the
refs’ revolution didn’t come a day too soon. ™
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On his return Bill based himself in
London for work reasons and decided to
put Chelsea “on approval®. It was 1965
and he says: “The whole team was exeiting
to watch. with Bobby Tambling and Barry
Bridges in tremendous form up front, I
decided this was the football for me, I've
been a scason-ticket holder ever since.
Thar was so neatly a great side. Then,
sadly, it got broken up, and we went
through a couple of very dull years that,
I must admit, nearly put me off.”

Bill, who enjovs playing in the occasional
charity game (“illicit football’” he calls it,
lightly] says his ideal match every week
would be Chelsea against Manchester
Unated. **We nearly always have pgreat
games with them. The play flows and so
does the entertainment. That's really what
it’s all abour, if only more managers and
coaches would tey to see things from the
spectators’ view. It saddens me. though,
that a lot of fans seem to get more of a
kick out of the bad., sometimes rough,
play than out of the game’s great skills.’
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The information about “The Goodies”
iz that the last in their present series of
13 programmes goes on the TV screen this
meonth, but they will be scen again in a
“spot’ each week in a new Englebert
Humperdinck show, Bill also has another
“doctor” series that he’s co-written coming
up on London Week-end. Somewhere, a
school lost a future English master the day
Bill Oddie left Cambridge and went into
script-writing and acting. Their loss has
been Entertainment’s gain. Goody, poody!




