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Today's subject in our special
series of interviews is

STEVE SHERWOOD

Carcer background:

My sporting
family:

Biggest surprise
of career:

Biggest
disappointment {1):

My First
Division deburt:

disappointment (2):

“My team’” as a boy:

Oither interests:

Carcer ambition:

I Lome Irom hf-']l‘-'}'_—ih:ﬂ'ﬂ 1 town near York—and plaved for East
Riding Schools while 1 was ot Selby Sccondary and then for West
Hiding }Ull?h- I was plaving for them at Harrogate when Jack Moble,
Chelsea's Yorkshire scor, spotred me and sent me doewn for o trial,
I joined Chelsea juniors two scasons apgo, sipned apprentice in August
1970 anc a5 a full professional this past July.

I§g:'1:w Mpoan i -‘i_L'-'f'lIi.iI_P: atmosphere. My mother ran as a sprinter for
Yorkshire, my father played inside-forward for Huddersficld Town
and Stockport just after the last war, my brother Johnis the Olvmpic
hurdler, and his wife Sheila is the long-jumper. I did seme sprinting
myself at school, At football T played sweeper until T was 13—then
our ‘Keeper got injured, [ went in goal for the second half . . . and
I've been there ever since.

Getting a phone call from Stamford Bridge at ten o'clock on Boxing
Day at my home in Selby (where T was spending Christmas) elling
me that scout Jack Moble was on his way to pick me up to rush me
by road to Lendon because Peter Bonetti and John Phillips were both
imjured and T was wanted for the match against Ipswich.

Arriving here just toa late to play, so David Webb went in goal instead.
We'dhave beenall righe if we had not been foghound in Yorkshire in the
carly part of the journey. Stll, I got my chance at Derby five days later.

I was quite nervous last Friday when Dave Sexton said T would be
playing next dav, and spent WNew Year's Eve thinking about it. But
once I pot 1o bed I was asleep and awoke on Saturday thinking what
i great stact to my MNew Year. ‘The lads were very good in the dressing-
room before the game and that gave me confidence when T went out.
Playing in the First Division wus not as difficult os I thought. Once
the pame was . on I found things happening so fast there wasn't time
8] LI_-.-.'-:l! on it being my first bigp game, It was a matier of plaving by
instinet and getting on with it

going left for Gemmull’s shot when the ball clipped Dave's head and
went 1n on the opposite side. He apelogised—that’s wepical of Dave
—but I felt more sorcy for him than for myself.

I used to watch Leeds United quite a lot.

I enjoy playing cricker . . . and listening to records (Bread are my

favourite group).
To make a success of the chance Chelsea have given me of o career
in football, and 10 help them win the F A, Youth Cup this season,
I missed Monday’s tie sgainst Mallwall (fo stand by for Tottenham
on Wednesday) and a 3-2 win has put us in the Iost sixteen.
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